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2 Introduction

The Job Access and Management System (JAMS) is designed to automate and enhance the batch-processing
capabilities provided by the operating systems. JAMS provides those in charge of operations as well as the general
end-user the ability to request, monitor, and control the processing of batch jobs.

JAMS provides the control mechanisms that allow you to give end-users the ability to request batch processing;
you retain control of how and when the requested jobs are executed. In addition to allowing end-users to submit
their own jobs, JAMS allows you to schedule jobs for unattended execution.

This document is intended for people who will be using JAMS; therefore, it covers JAMS clients, not the back-end
services that actually do all of the work. For information on the back-end services, consult the JAMS
Administrator's Guide.

The
JAMS
Client
The JAMS Client covers a number of different programs including the GUI, PowerShell, command line, ASP.NET,
and .NET Class Library.  Most of the examples and illustrations in this document will show the GUI client, but
there are some PowerShell and ASP.NET examples as well.  Here is an example of the JAMS GUI Client:

Do not be concerned if your client doesn't look exactly like the illustration. As you will see, you can change and
customize the client in many different ways.

 

Read the following article on the JAMS Support site for more information:

Using the Free JAMS Monitor

 

2.1 Terms

Before you dive into this document, you should familiarize yourself with a few terms we will be using.

Job
The smallest unit of work in JAMS. A Job is a single script, command, or executable unit.

Setup
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One or more Jobs set up to run with a specific set of parameters.

System
A logical group of Jobs and Setups.

Trigger
A means of defining an event-based schedule rather than a date-and-time-based schedule.

Variable
A single bit of data, a name, and a value. Similar to an environment variable, but an environment variable goes
away when you reboot; a JAMS Variable keeps its value after a reboot because the value is saved in a database.

Entry
An instance of a Job or Setup in the current schedule.

Dependency
A prerequisite that must be satisfied before a Job or Setup is allowed to start.

 

2.2 Managing Server Definitions

JAMS is a client/server application.  The JAMS Client can't do much until it connects to a JAMS Server.  If you
are running the JAMS Client on the same computer as the JAMS Server, the Client will see and predefine that
local server.  Your administrator can also predefine JAMS Servers when the Client is installed.

It is a simple process to create or modify a JAMS Server.  Click on the JAMS J logo in the top left corner of the
Client and pick Servers from the pulldown menu.

Click the Add... button to add a new Server definition, or select a Server and click the Change... or Remove
button.  If adding or changing a Server, you will be presented with a form like this:
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Server

The Server tab identifies the Server and specifies the actual node and port to connect to.

 

Authentication

The Authentication tab can be used to specify alternate credentials to use when connecting to the Server. 
You can also choose to be prompted for a user name and password every time a connection is made.  In most
cases, you don't want to supply any of this information.  When your computer is in the same Windows domain
as the JAMS Server (or there is a trust relationship), you can leave these fields blank and JAMS will use your
current Windows identity.

Appearance

The Appearance tab allows you to choose a theme for this Server.  Different themes have completely different
looks. This can be used to clearly differentiate what type of Server you are connected to. You could choose
one theme for production, another for tests, and a third for development servers.

 

2.3 Creating Your First Job

Before you can create your first Job, or any JAMS object, you have to be in the correct location. The Add
button allows you to add many different JAMS objects, depending on the context.  If you're looking in Job
Definitions, it will add a Job; if you're looking at Setup
Definitions, it will add a Setup.

So, click the Jobs shortcut under the Definitions group in the Shortcut Bar to display the list of Job Definitions
you can add. Your Client should look something like this: 
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Now you can click the Add button in the Ribbon Bar to start the Job Add wizard.  Your first dialog will look like
this:

This is a simple introduction to confirm you want to do what you have chosen.  When you are comfortable
working with JAMS, you can check the Don't
show
this
introduction
again box to skip this step.  For now,
make sure you are adding a Job and then click Next> to get this step:
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